
NewHopeRiver/Jordan LakeCorridor
C.l. MasonFarmReserveIMorgan CreekBottomlands

Habitat Features:

Total Site: 1,000 acres
Size of Primary Habitat: 522 acres (DurhamCounty section)
Habitat Heterogeneity: High: includes maturebottomlandhardwoods, open fields and

steep bluffs; beaver impoundments, marshes and sedge meadowsare also well-developed.
Forest Structural Diversity: Good: Big Oak Woods has all strata well-developed; shrubs,

vines, understory and canopyare alsowell-developed in the Gamelands south ofMason
Farm; thickets ofprivet and cane are found throughout the Gamelands.

Water Sources: Morgan Creek is a perennial stream; swamps, floodplain pools and beaver
ponds also provideyear-round water.

Amphibian Breeding Sites: Several vernalpools on the Mason Farm tract support large
breedingpopulationsofAmbystomas; floodedfields and drainageditches are used by
severalspecies offrogs throughout the year.

Denning Sites: Large logs, densethickets, steep wooded slopesall provide denning sites.
Big TreeslLarge Cavities: Numerous, especially in the old-growth portions ofthe Big Oak

Woods
Snags and Logs: Numerous
Mast-producing Species: The Big Oak Woods containsa high diversity ofoaks and

hickories; elms, maples, ashesand hackberries provideabundantsoft mast.
Nectar Sources: Old field habitat at Mason Farm supports a high diversity ofnectar

producingwildflowers throughout the growingseason; buttonbushis a fairly widespread
nectar plant in the Gamelands.

Landscape Features:

Refuge Shape: Oblong, following contours offloodplain
Refuge IntegritylFragmentatioD: Integrityis extremely high; no roads, sewerlines,

powerlines occur from Masoo Farm south to the ChathamCounty liRe; although dirt roads
are present on the MasoIl Farm tract, vehicular acceu it limited to University researchers
and groundastaff.

Proximity to Other RefulalE:DReace eI Corridon: Downstream, this si&e it contiguous
with the broadarea ofgamelands that extends around the northern marginofJordan Lake;
onlythe bridge at FarringtonRoad in Chatham Countybreaks this continuity (the bridge is
supported on piers but the slopesare covered in rip-rap). Upstream, the site is contiguous
with property ownedby the NC BotanicalGarden. A large undeveloped ridge borders the
Mason Farm Preserve on the west; the southernportion ofthis ridge is undergoing
development, and the remainder maybe developed in the near future.
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